 WISC General Committee

18 February 2010
Hilton Riverside Hotel, New Orleans 
Meeting called to order by Bojko Bučar, at 3:30 pm
Present: Bojko Bučar, Executive Secretary, WISC; Zlatko Šabič and Pinar Bilgin (CEEISA); Radovan Vukadinović and Lidija Čehulić (CAIS, Croatia) ; Claire Dekker and Luciano Bardi (ECPR); Peter Cheung (HKPSA, Hong Kong); Mihály Simai (HAS, Hungary); David Lake, Beth Simmons, Thomas J. Volgy, Miguel Escalante, Mark Boyer, T.G. Weiss and Dana B. Larsen (ISA, USA); Fulvio Attina and Daniela Irrera (SISP, Italy); Hiroshi Ohta (JAIR, Japan); Alejandro Chanona and Roberto Dominguez, (AMEI, Mexico); Nuno Valério and Rui Alexandre Novais (APHRI, Portugal); Andrei Melville and Marina Lebedeva (RISA, Russia); Hiski Haukkala (FISA, Finland) ; Paul James (OCIS, Australia).
Excused themselves: Hari Singh (APISA); Brigitte Vassort-Rousset (SGIR); James Tang (HKPSA, Hong Kong); Knud Erik Jørgensen (NISA); Laura Pereira (APHRI, Portugal); Heidi Hudson (SAAPS, South Africa).
Absent: ABRI, Brazil; BISA, UK; AFSP-SEI, France; DVPW-IP, Germany; IAIS, Israel; KAIS, Korea; FLACSO; SİTD, Turkey.
The following agenda was approved: 

1. Approval of Minutes of the New York Meeting on 17 February 2009

2. Financial Report

3. Membership of WISC

4. WISC Conference 2011

5. Place and date of next meeting

6. AOB

Ad 1.) Minutes of the New York meeting in February 2009 were approved. 

Ad 2.) The Executive Secretary reported that the balance of approximately € 28,300 Euros has been accounted for till 31 January 2009 of which all member associations received a written Financial statement from the FSS on 17 February 2009 at the meeting in NYC. In 2009 some € 2,600 have to be added, received from ECPR for the book exhibition organized at the Ljubljana conference. For the site visits, maintenance of the web page etc. approx. € 4,300 have been spent in 2009. The current balance of WISC funds at this time are approx. € 26,500. The plan is to use approx. € 15,000 for subsidy of those in need for travel to the Porto conference. Members will receive a written Financial statement by email.
Zlatko Šabič consented to the polite request to see if there is a possibility to obtain funding from private sources as he had done for the Ljubljana conference.
Ad 3.) The Executive Secretary reported that a new president of CEEISA has been elected, Prof. Pinar Bilgin, as well as a new president of KAIS, Prof. Euikom Kim. Members congratulated Bilgin on the elections and were looking forward to meet Kim.
There were two requests from associations to become WISC members; from Finland Political Science Association and Austrian Political Science Association. These requests to join WISC were passed unanimously with pleasure. Hiski Haukkala the President of FISA was greeted cordially from all members present. To date there are 24 associations members of WISC. 

There were no new official requests for memberships in WISC at this time. Volgy noted that there is a possibility that WISC may receive applications for membership from some associations, including one from India.
All members were encouraged to indicate to the Executive Secretary of WISC associations they work with or know of and that are not yet members of WISC. He would be glad to contact them and suggest that they would request membership.
Ad 4.) Report on plans for 2011 WISC Conference to be held from 17-20 August  in Porto, Portugal was presented by Nuno Valério and Rui Alexandre Novais. The organization is under way and web pages of the conference and APHRI should appear in the near future. The members noted that time was pressing.
A provisional call for papers was circulated previously by email. Members did not call for any amendments. 
The Executive Secretary introduced the Chairman of the Programme Committee, Fulvio Attina (University of Catania, Italy), as well as the members: Mark Boyer (University of Connecticut, USA), Alejandra Chanonna (National University of Mexico – UNAM), Heidi Hudson ( University of the Free State, South Africa) and Sai Felicia Krishna-Hensel (Auburn University Montgomery, ISA-CISS). It would be convenient if an additional member would cover Asia and an effort should be made in this direction. Bojko Bučar called upon members from Asia to come forward with a proposal. WISC members assented to the composition of the Programme Committee. 
ECPR was sorry that due to the 6th ECPR General Conference held at the University of Iceland from 25-27 August 2011 it was not able to get more involved into the organization of the WISC Conference in Porto. It will however notify the WISC Executive Secretary if it will be able to organize a book exhibition at the conference. It will also explore the possibility to set aside some funds for eligible candidates who will participate as panelists at the WISC Conference. The President Bardi suggested that someone from the IR STGR should be in the Organizing Committee. Members present noted that the STGR does not have the necessary manpower to contribute to the tasks of an organizing committee. The Organizing Committee will have to be composed of people who can actively contribute to the organization of the Conference.
ISA graciously offered help in the registration process of the WISC Conference and other administrative activities needed. It also promised to help its members financially to take part in the Conference, subject to their standard policy.
Bučar requested that all member associations create panels and submit papers. 
Ad 5.) Next WISC meeting provisionally at the ISA Convention at Montreal, Canada (16-19 March 2011) prior to the conference in Porto 17-20 August 2011. 
Ad 6.) There have been several inquiries for hosting the 2014 WISC conference. Paul James, representing OCIS Association (Asia-Pacific region) proposed that they would like to host the 2014 conference in Australia. The Executive Secretary should discuss the matter in more detail. It is hoped that a decision on where to host the 2014 conference would be made at the 2011 Porto meeting. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm.
Bojko Bučar

WISC Executive Secretary 
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