WISC General Committee

17 February 2009
Marriott Marquis Hotel, New York
Meeting called to order by Bojko Bučar at 4:00 pm.
Present:  Bojko Bučar Executive Secretary (WISC);  Zlatko Šabič and Zuzana Lehmannova (CEE-ISA); Tom Volgy, Thomas G. Weiss, David Lake and  Dana B. Larsen (ISA); Luciano Bardi and Claire Dekker, (ECPR); Bridgett Vassort-Rousset, (SGIR); Joao Noguiera and Monica Herz (ABRI - Brazil); Alejandro Chanona,  Modesto Seara Vázquez, (AMEI - Mexico); Nuno Valério, and Rui Alexandre Novais (APHRI - Portugal); Hiroshi Ohta (JAIR, Japan); Nicole Dietelhoff (German PSA); Otmar Höll (Austrian PSA); Heidi Hudson (SAAPS).
Excused: AJR Groom Former Executive Secretary (WISC); Fulvio Attinà (SISP - Italy); Marina Lebedova and Andrei Melville (RISA).
The following agenda was approved: 

1. Approval of Minutes of Meeting on 25 July 2008; 

2. Financial Report; 

3. Membership of WISC; 

4. Topic of WISC Conference 2011;

5. Venue of WISC Conference 2011;

6. Place and Date of next Meeting;

7. AOB.
Ad 1.:  Minutes of the Ljubljana meeting in July 2008 were approved. 
Ad 2.:  Bučar circulated the budget and finance report showing a current balance of approximately € 28,000. Bučar noted that there were some new expenses for the development of the new WISC web page and there would be some expenses to cover some of the costs of site inspections for the 2011 conference.
Ad 3.:  Bučar presented an application for WISC membership from Heidi Hudson representing the South Africa Association of Political Science.  The application was approved unanimously. Heidi Hudson as the representative of SAAPS was warmly welcomed.
Ad 4.:  Bučar suggested some possible themes for consideration for the 2011 conference.  There was some concern not to be too specific on binding the program char or conveners in developing a program theme.  No consensus was reached and the decision was put off for the next WISC meeting.  
Ad 5.: There are two proposals currently under consideration for the 2011 conference, one from Mexico and the other from Portugal. Both groups made a brief summary of their proposals and the benefits of holding the WISC conference in their proposed cities.  

Alejandro Chanona and Modesto Seara (AMEI) expressed very strong interest in hosting the 2011 conference.  The AMEI proposal is to hold the conference in the resort city of Huatulco, Mexico in the state of Oaxaca.  They stressed that the facilities in Huatulco are ideally suited to host this conference, noting that AMEI has hosted a conference with more attendees than this WISC conference in Huatulco.  They also made assurances that air transportation to Huatulco from either Mexico City or Oaxaca is fully able to handle the connections for the conference attendees.
Nuno Valério from Portugal reiterated that the Porto conference site is fully able to host the 2011 conference.  
Members pressed the two teams for details on a variety of issues such as convenience and costs of air fare, the costs for hotels, support for the conference from the local universities, proximity from the city to the university-conference venue, and quality and variety of local points of interest for tourists and the cultural benefits of the local area.   Other issues discussed were about which venue would likely draw the widest range of scholars from the world community of scholars.  
Both prospective teams were excused during the discussion of the two proposals.  It was determined that we were not able to make a fair comparison of the two proposals since there had only been a formal site inspection of the facilities in Huatulco.  It was decided that Bojko Bučar and Tom Volgy would make a formal site inspection of Porto in April and pass their findings on to the Committee members.  
A final decision on the site for the 2011 WISC conference will be made by electronic communication as soon as possible. 
Ad 6.: Next WISC General Committee meeting will be held in New Orleans at ISA’s 51 Annual Convention sometime between February 17-20, 2010.
Members present on other events, conferences etc. till Feb. 2010 (e. g. ISA/ABRI Joint Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 22-24, or the 7th CEEISA Convention, St. Petersburg, Russia, September 2-4, etc.) are encouraged to meet informally and discuss issues connected to WISC.

Ad 7.:  No items were discussed.
